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A message of thanks
from our governors 

CULTURAL TREAT FOR
KINGSMEAD PUPILS AT 
 CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

AWARD CEREMONY TO
CELEBRATE  READERS AT
SPECIAL SCHOOL

ARTISTIC ENDEAVOURS
FROM YEAR 10 PUPILS

OFSTED SUCCESS AS
SCHOOL RATED 'GOOD'

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

D e l i v e r e d  t h e  b e s t  s e t  o f  Y e a r  1 1  o u t c o m e s  e v e r
I m p r o v e d  a t t e n d a n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d  
R e d u c e d  s u s p e n s i o n s  
R e d u c e d  N E E T  f i g u r e s
P l a n n e d  f o r  n u m e r o u s  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g
r e s i d e n t i a l s  
E x t e n d e d  o u r  v o c a t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n
D o n e  o u r  b e s t  t o  k e e p  o u r  s i t e s  C O V I D  s a f e  
D e v e l o p e d  w i t h  t h e  L A  /  S E M H  s t r a t e g y  a  w a y  f o r w a r d  f o r  o u r  p r o v i s i o n  
S e c u r e d  a  g o o d  O f s t e d  i n s p e c t i o n  r e s u l t  a t  t h e  S p e c i a l  S c h o o l  

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  y e a r  f o r  e v e r y o n e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  T h e
K i n g s m e a d  S c h o o l  h a s  n e g o t i a t e d  t h i s  c o m p l e x  t i m e  a l o n g s i d e  a  p e r i o d  o f
r e s t r u c t u r i n g .

W e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  l o o k i n g  t o  r e s h a p e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f
f a m i l i e s  a n d  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  b e y o n d .
W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d ,  w e  h a v e  w e a t h e r e d ,  a n d  p l a n  t o  k e e p  w e a t h e r i n g ,  t h e
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e s s u r e s  f a c i n g  s c h o o l s .  

A n d  s o ,  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k d r o p  w e  h a v e :

A l l  s c h o o l s  a n d  a c a d e m i e s  h a v e  v a r y i n g  g o v e r n a n c e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a n d  a t
K i n g s m e a d  w e  h a v e  o n e  b o a r d  w h i c h  f u l f i l s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a  g o v e r n i n g
b o a r d  f o r  t h e  S p e c i a l  S c h o o l  a n d  a  M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  t w o
P R U s .

T h e  F u l l  G o v e r n i n g  B o a r d  m e e t s  e v e r y  t e r m  a n d  t h e  t w o  c o m m i t t e e s  –
S t a n d a r d s  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  m e e t  e v e r y  h a l f  t e r m .  M e e t i n g s  a r e  o n  a  M o n d a y
4 . 3 0 - 6 . 3 0 p m ,  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  t h e s e  a r e  v i a  T e a m s .  O u r  c l e r k  i s  S h a r o n
B a r k e r ,  w h o  c a n  b e  c o n t a c t e d  b y  e m a i l  a t  c l e r k @ k i n g s m e a d . d e r b y . s c h . u k   

F i n a l l y ,  o u r  t h a n k s  g o  t o  e v e r y o n e  a t  K i n g s m e a d ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,
f o r  a l l  y o u r  u n s t i n t i n g  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .

C h a i r  o f  g o v e r n o r s ,  S a n d r a  F l e t c h e r



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
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A group of students have been taking part in a project linked to Derby Theatre

exploring mental health. During the final session of the project they shared a

track they created with Baby People, had a backstage tour of the theatre and

watched the production of Jekyll and Hyde. Everyone involved gained so much

from the experience.

Meanwhile, students from the Special School went on a visit to The Northern

Lights Cinema, in Wirksworth, to see Clifford. They had a fantastic time and

were very grateful to Into Films who gave them the opportunity. They also made

some microwave popcorn as a little treat. It was a fantastic little cinema and they

will definitely be going again.

The curtain goes up on cultural treats for students

STAFF, parents and pupils

from Castle enjoyed a global

feast from around the world

when they enjoyed a

Christmas visit to buffet

restaurant COSMO, based in

London Road.

The restaurant is ideal for

our pupils as they can

choose what they want to eat

from a range of cuisine and a

great time was had by all. 

This term, 26 students from the Special School went

to Derby Arena to see the panto Aladdin. We had an

absolutely fantastic time and all students behaved

impeccably. Both staff and students danced and

sang along. Thank you to Arena staff for putting on

a brilliant performance, we can’t wait to see the

2023 panto!

Christmas delights at COSMO Restaurant

He's behind you...

Above: Students waiting for the film to start at The Northern Lights Cinema
in Wirksworth.
Below: The production of Jekyl and Hyde at Derby Theatre was thoroughly
enjoyed by our pupils, who also took a look behind the scenes.

https://www.facebook.com/DerbyTheatre?__cft__[0]=AZVvjivLnyMDAw8fnWZe3xHj0TSpGQIVjx7-cqtLpB0HnbLbc5tYStlhhQ3OoLkfMbNMD8lWsAhRr1JPaGa8H7Eas9BdA4H2FI6tWPKL6ui-Wuj96JrvkiSxWNiiPhjlNEe1t_-WfhIk3PXNAbPEkqaRqyniOLLlKZoYjYVy-RXrdckijysEBbNYQl-IHZjmG7c&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/derbyarena?__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/panto?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aladdin?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
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Award ceremony to 
 celebrate top readers  
The Special School has been celebrating pupils and their love of reading with a
prize-giving ceremony.  
Young people were commended for their efforts as the awards scheme returned
following a three-year absence due to COVID.

Parents, carers, staff and governors came together to celebrate the achievements
of pupils, who were handed awards in five categories; consistent improvement in
reading over three years, most improved, consistent improvement in reading,
hardest effort in reading and excellent start to reading for Year 7 pupils. They
each received a special book on how to write a story, with tips on how to transfer
their love of reading into their writing.
The names of all winners were then placed into a hat, where school Governor Will
Broderick and executive head teacher Mike Pride selected pupils to receive
Amazon vouchers for the top prizes.

Mr Pride said: “It’s great that we can come together as a community and
celebrate a love of learning. Reading is such a valuable skill to have and it is
important that we commend those who have made progress.
“Our staff have worked tremendously hard over the past five years to improve
Kingsmead School, often giving up their own time for events such as the reading
awards and for that I’d like to say a huge thank you.”
Fourteen-year-old Kegan Davies received an award from Taj Mahay, head of
english at Kingsmead Special School. She said: “I have been so impressed with
Kegan and the progress he has made. It was a pleasure to hand him his award
and, hopefully, we can host more celebration events in the future to recognise the
pupils’ hard work and progress.”

Football fan Kegan – who supports Coventry City – has enjoyed reading about the
life of ex-England international turned TV pundit, Gary Lineker.
He said: “I enjoy football – I play locally for Allenton United – and enjoyed
reading about Gary Lineker. Dad says he has noticed a difference in me at
home.”

W e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  3 3  h a m p e r s  f o r  o u r  p u p i l s
a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  T h a n k s  t o  E n l i g h t e n m e n t
E d u c a t i o n  f o r  d o n a t i n g  t h e  f o o d  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g
K i n g s m e a d  s t a f f  t o  c r e a t e  t h e s e  m u c h - n e e d e d
C h r i s t m a s  g i f t s .

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS FOR
OUR KINGSMEAD FAMILIES



Students from Bridge Street were at the

cutting edge of tool-making and created

their own wooden mallets.

After completing a scavenger hunt in

different areas of Darley Park, pupils also

compared flora looking for differences

and similarities in plant life. With many

trees having lost their leaves, they also

did a spot of bird watching. 

Our Year 10 class showcased their artwork this term with an

open classroom with drinks and cheese on offer for guests. This

was to show off the work that they have been busy creating in

the style of the Japanese artist Hokusai. Their work is

extremely impressive - we're sure you'll agree? 

Pupils' artistic endeavours
are celebrated in school

HANDS-ON IN OUR
NEW FOREST SCHOOL  

We had a visit from Inspirative Arts which

challenged pupils to work as a team to

build a house’ big enough for someone to

sit in using scrap cardboard. 

Their reward was to collaboratively make

(and then eat) an actual gingerbread

house!
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GINGERBREAD TREAT
FOR HOUSEBUILDERS




